VAW VRC VUQ FOUNDATION

2025 Hawkeye; Greyhound &
Stingray
East Coast Ball

Saturday, 8 November 2025
Norfolk Waterside Marriot — Downtown




Welcome to the 49* Annual East Coast

Hawkeye/Greyhound/Stingray Ball

Commodore
CAPT Daniel Bense

Deputy Commodore
CAPT David Wiltshire

VAW-120 Greyhawks
CDR Dan Berry
CDR Jared Thomas

VAW-121 Bluetails
CDR Charles C. Sonntag
CDR Ryan January

VAW-123 Screwtops
CDR Michael Ptacek
CDR Cody Hastings

VAW-124 Bear Aces
CDR Rob Spann
CDR Andrew W. Gillis

VAW-126 Seahawks
CDR Benjamin Sanders
CDR lan Kimball

CAEWWS
CDR Josh Goodin
LCDR Tom Fagan

1630 - 1800

1730 - 1830

1815
1845
1955
2030

Weapons School (ACCLWS)
CDR Ruben Medalla
CDR James Cremean

VRC-40 Rawhides
CDR Brett Cameron
CDR Paul F. Ingram

PMA-231

CAPT Paco Carrillo

SAU

CDR John Harrington
VX-1

CAPT Clif Coleman
CAPT Dan Murphy
VX-20

CDR Jessica Barrientos
CDR Robert Beauchamp
vuQ-10

CDR Craig P. Nesgood
CDR Sean Allen

Event Timeline

Leadership/Industry Reception
(4™ floor, Chesapeake Room)
Cocktail Hour
(Cash Bar, 1* floor)
Dinner Seating Call
Ceremony Begins
Awards Presentation
Admins Open
(4th floor, Ballroom)




East Coast Award Nominees

H/E Pilot of the Year (Sea)
VAW-121 — LT Andrew Holt
VAW-123 — LT Benjamin Collins
VAW-124 — LT Erin Whitefield
VAW-126 — LT Tyler Bozeman

H/E Air Battle Manager of the Year (Shore)

H/E Air Battle Manager of the Year (East)

ACCLWS - LT Abigail Gross
NAWDC - RTC Zimmer
VAW-120 — LT Daniel Ens
VX-1 - LT Christopher Cryer
VX-20 — LT Caleb Sutton

G/H Pilot of the Year (Sea)
VRC-40 — LT Harrison Lund

Stingray AVP of the Year (Shore)
VUQ-10 — LT Jared Przelomski

Hawkeye Maintainer of the Year
VAW-124 — CWO3 Joe Anderson
VAW-126 — CWO3 Carlos Vasquez

VAW-121 — LT William Morrison
VAW-123 — LT Joseph Hirl
VAW-124 — LT Catherine Griswold
VAW-120- LT Emma Lee

H/E Pilot of the Year (Shore)
VAW-120 — LT Patrick Hayes
VX-1- LT Ernesto Pinero-Diaz
VX-20 — LT Anthony Juker

G/H Pilot of the Year (Shore)
VRC-40 — LT Alexander Vogal

Hawkeye Reservist of the Year

SAU — LCDR Benjamin Hayashi

Grevhound Maintainer of the Year
VRC-40 — LT John McDaniel

Hawkeye Intelligence Officer of the Year
VAW-121 - LTJG John Welch

VAW-123 — LTJG Ariel Lewis

VAW-126 — LTJG Shelby Thomas




The Foundation thanks Corporate Members
for their strong and unwavering support
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The Leading Edge

of Intercommunications Technology

The AN/AYQ-27
Intercom System
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LOCKHEED MARTIN

NOTHING HIDES FROM THE AN/APY-9 RADAR

Full 360° Surveillance
The APY-9 features both mechanical and electronic scanning
modes, providing the warfighter with full range 360° situational
awareness and the ability to augment with electronic scanning to
dedicate extra resources to challenging targets or 90° sectors, in
any direction.
Space-Time Adaptive Processing (STAP)
The APY-9 Radar detects both air and sea surface targets
simultaneously. The APY-9’s unique STAP architecture suppresses
clutter, jamming, and other sources of electromagnetic interference,
focusing on the target.
Solid State Transmitter and Advanced Processor
The APY-9 operates at UHF which is ideal for long range detection
of stressing targets. High Power Solid-State transmitter electronics
increases reliability and sensitivity. Advanced Processing enables
flexible beam management and enhanced target processing.

The World's Premier Airborne Battle Management / Command

and Control (BMC2) Radar

AN/ALQ-217 ELECTRONIC SUPPORT MEASURES

The passive ALQ-217 Electronic Support Measures system
autonomously scans the environment allowing for a high probability
of detection and accurate identification. The system operation is
completely tailorable through Mission Data Loads which can be
reloaded in flight for adapting to each specific geographic region.
The AN/ALQ-217 employs open systems architecture and
commercial off-the-shelf processing to ensure long term
supportability and growth. It is composed of four antennas, four
Active Front Ends (AFE), and a combined receiver and processor.
The subsystem architecture divides the RF operating range into
three bands: low, mid and high. Full 360° acquisition coverage
exists in each band, facilitating powerful performance. The AN/ALQ-
217 is in production and available for domestic and international
sales.

SHARPLY LISTENING. SWIFTLY IDENTIFYING. PRECISELY

LOCATING.




Collins Aerospace: Powering Hawkeye Training

Under the Hawkeye Integrated Training System (HITS) program, Collins” Simulation
and Training Solutions (STS) team has delivered aircrew and maintenance training systems to
the U. S. Navy and international customers since 2008, Collins” STS team provides various types
of E-2D simulation systems to facilitate different levels of training solutions for E-2D aircrew

and maintenance personnel, ensuring the highest levels of readiness and operational proficiency.

Collins provides Weapon System Trainers, which consists of Operational Flight Trainers,
Aurcrew Procedure Trainers, and Tactics Trainers. Collins also delivers E-2D Distributed
Readiness Trainers (DDRT) and the Special Program Advanced Readiness Trainer Afloat/
Ashore (SPARTA). Maintenance trainers include Simulated Maintenance Tramers (SMT),
Power Plant Trainer (PPT), and Virtual Maintenance Trainers (VMT).

SPARTA

SPARTA, a portable and deployable version of the E-2D Hawkeye training system, has
been designed for versatile use, functioning both as a standalone solution and as part of the
“Sims(@Sea” integrated training environment, where E-2D, F-33, and F/A-18 aircrew train
together while underway.

Colling has delivered the SPARTA to be fully installed and integrated into the Joint Simulation
Environment (JSE) at Naval Air Station Patuxent River. The addition of SPARTA into JSE will
add critical E-2D simulation capabilities to the environment,




Captain Daniel Bense
Commander, Airborne Command & Control and Logistics Wing

CAPT Daniel S. Bense is a native of Huntington,
N.Y. He was commissioned in 1999 and holds
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from
Virginia Tech and Master’s Degrees in National
Security Strategy from the U.S. Naval War
College and American Military University.

He commanded the “Screwtops” of VAW-123,
an E-2C Hawkeye 2000 squadron. Other sea
tours include: VAW-115 as a junior officer,
VAW-123 as Squadron Training Officer and
VAW-116 as a Department Head. He has
deployed and served aboard USS Kitty Hawk
(CV-63), USS Enterprise (CVN-65), USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) and USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower (CVN-69) in support of Operations IRAQI FREEDOM, ENDURING
FREEDOM and NEW DAWN. He was recognized by the Association of Naval
Aviation as the 2012 RADM A.C. Read Navigator of the Year.

Ashore, he qualified as a Weapons and Tactics Instructor at the Naval Aviation
Warfighting Development Center where he served as both an instructor at the
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Weapons School and as an Air Wing Evaluator. In
2008, he served as the Assistant Information Operations Officer and Fleet Special
Access Programs Security Officer at U.S. Second Fleet. In November of 2012, he
reported to U.S. Northern Command, Joint Task Force Civil Support as the
Executive Officer to the Commanding General and Director of the Commander’s
Action Group where he assisted in developing commander’s guidance for Title X
forces responsible for INCONUS response to chemical, biological, radiological or
nuclear attack. In 2016 he reported as the Officer in Charge of Airborne
Command, Control & Logistics Wing Detachment, Norfolk, where he directed the
daily maintenance, materiel and facilities support functions for six E-2C/D Hawkeye
squadrons and one C-2A Greyhound squadron. From August 2020-November
2021, he served as Executive Assistant to the Deputy Commander, U.S. Fleet
Forces Command.

He most recently completed assignment as Chief of Staff, Navy Region Mid-
Atlantic.

CAPT Bense has accumulated over 2800 flight hours in the E-2C Hawkeye and
other naval aircraft, including over 300 hours in combat. His personal decorations
include the Legion of Merit (2 awards) Defense Meritorious Service Medal (2
awards), Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), Strike/Flight Air Medal (3 awards),
Navy Commendation Medal (4 awards/1 Combat “V”), Joint Service Achievement
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal and various unit, campaign and service awards.
He is married to Tanya Bense and they have two children, Sophie (20) and Jacob
(13).




Captain David Wiltshire
Deputy Commander, Airborne Command & Control and Logistics

Wing

CAPT David Wiltshire is a native of Midlothian,
VA and was commissioned in 2004 via the
Naval ROTC program at Virginia Tech where he
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Marketing Management and a minor in
Leadership. He was designated a Naval Aviator
in April 2007 at NAS Kingsville, TX and selected
for initial fleet training in the E-2 Hawkeye.

His operational command tour was at the VAW-
125 “Tigertails”, an E-2D squadron forward
deployed to MCAS lwakuni, Japan. Other sea
tours include the VAW-121 “Bluetails” as a
junior officer, VAW-116 “Sun Kings” as a
Department Head, and CVW-1 as Air Wing
Landing Signal Officer, “CAG Paddles”. He deployed and served aboard the USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), USS George Washington (CVN 73), USS
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), and the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) in support
of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, INHERENT RESOLVE, FREEDOM'S
SENTINEL, ALLIES REFUGE and protecting a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Ashore, CAPT Wiltshire was the Commanding Officer of VAW-120, the E-2
community’s only Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) consisting of 20 aircraft and
800 personnel from 2022-2025. Other shore tours include serving as an Instructor
Pilot and Carrier Qualification Phase Head at VAW-120 from 2011-2014, Action
Officer at the Joint Staff, J-39, Deputy Director for Global Operations from 2017-
2019, and MQ-25 Requirements Officer at OPNAV N98 in 2022.

CAPT Wiltshire’s most recent assignment was Commanding Officer of the
“Greyhawks” of VAW-120.

CAPT Wiltshire has logged over 4,000 hours in naval aircraft and over 300 carrier
arrestments. His personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), Strike Flight Air Medal (6 awards),
Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3 awards), Navy-Marine Corps
Achievement Medal (2 awards), and various other unit, service, and campaign
awards. He is married to Shannon Wiltshire and they have two children, Avery (13)
and Easton (11).




